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It’s an exciting month at Tuscaloosa Sister Cities, as we prepare for a busy year ahead! The 
TSCI-Tuscaloosa City Schools exchange program has returned to full operation again, and 
we are so thrilled to be traveling to Narashino, Japan, again for the first time since 2018. 
Twenty student delegates from Tuscaloosa’s Paul W. Bryant, Central, and Northridge High 
Schools have been selected to represent Tuscaloosa in Japan this coming summer. Festival 
season is also back in full swing in 2024, and plans are being made for a Sunyani-
Techiman, Ghana official delegation to visit Tuscaloosa in May, and a TSCI Community 
Delegation visit to Schorndorf, Germany in September. Read on in this issue of the TSCI 
Digital Newsletter for details on how YOU can get involved with our global programming 
that inspires and impacts! 

 

 

Lisa Keyes - TSCI Executive Director Alabama State Representative and 
Board of Directors Liaison, Sister Cities International  
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Narashino Bound! 
 

Tuscaloosa Sister Cities International and Tuscaloosa City Schools are proud to announce 
the selection of 20 student delegates for the summer 2024 Student Exchange to 
Narashino, Japan! Interviews were held in December, and the selected delegates will soon 
begin monthly preparations for their May 27-June 10, 2024 exchange. The students, 
representing Paul W. Bryant, Central, and Northridge High Schools, will learn about 
Japanese culture, traditions, education, and language, as they prepare for the many 
amazing experiences that await! 
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Tuscaloosa's Many Voices Summit 

Global/Local Network Planned 
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The Tuscaloosa’s Many Voices Summit is scheduled Tuesday, Jan. 23, from 8:30am–2 pm 
in the Bryant Conference Center Rast Room on The University of Alabama campus. 
 
Sponsored by the Office of Global and Community Engagement in UA’s Division of 
Community Affairs, this meeting will bring together UA programs, nonprofit 
organizations, city government offices and businesses from throughout the Tuscaloosa 
area who interact closely with international residents. 
 
Attendees include representatives from many civic and educational bodies in West 
Alabama, including Tuscaloosa City and County Schools ESL programs, Stillman College, 
Shelton State Community College, The United Way of West Alabama, Tuscaloosa Sister 
Cities International, many UA-based outreach programs, and others. The lunch hour will 
feature international residents who will share their perspectives on living in Tuscaloosa. 
 
The outcome of the meeting will be the establishment of an ongoing Tuscaloosa’s Many 
Voices Network. Interested individuals may contact global@ua.edu for information about 
joining this network. 
 
For more information or to register for the Tuscaloosa’s Many Voices Summit, visit 
https://ccbp.ua.edu/TMV/. 

 

 

 

 

Africana Film Festival 
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Mark your calendars, and please make plans to attend! Tuscaloosa’s Africana Film Festival 
returns to an in-person event this year, after a three-year virtual hiatus. TSCI is proud to 
be a co-sponsor of the Tuscaloosa Africana Film Festival. Proceeds from the film festival 
benefit AframSouth, an educational organization dedicated to providing educational, 
health, and community development opportunities for adults and youth in African 
American communities throughout the region. Contact bill.foster@aframsouth.net, or 
tulzen@ua.edu for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Sakura Festival 
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Mark your calendars for a delightful celebration of all things Japanese! On Saturday, 
March 23, Tuscaloosa’s 38th Annual Cherry Blossom Festival will be held at Tuscaloosa’s 
Mildred Warner Westervelt Transportation Museum from 9 a.m. – noon. The theme for 
this year’s event is “Uketsugu/Preserve” and we are looking forward to preserving 
Japanese customs and traditions for the entire community. Special programs will include 
music, Japanese games, cosplay, giveaways, and activities for every age group! It’s fun and 
free! For more information, contact tuscaloosasistercities@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

West Alabama Heritage Festival 
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Mark your calendars for the 2024 West Alabama Multicultural Alliance (WAMA) Heritage 
Festival, scheduled for Sunday, April 7, at the Tuscaloosa River Market. The program’s 
mission is to elevate the heritage of people of color and other underrepresented minority 
groups by presenting programs that inspire positive values, develop strong role models, 
and support community service with a primary focus on the youth community. WAMA 
President, Samyra Snoddy, says, “WAMA Fest offers a culturally aware and diverse event 
to give Tuscaloosa a unique blend of ethnic art, culture, and history. The festival serves as 
a conduit for promoting and perpetuating the art, culture, and history of Tuscaloosa. TSCI 
is proud to celebrate cultural diversity in West Alabama as a co-sponsor of this annual 
event! 

 

 

 

 

Connect Globally 
 

Sister Cities International Offers a World of Programs Supporting Global Diplomacy - 
Here Are Three in 2024! 
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TSCI 2024 Board of Directors 
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Tuscaloosa Sister Cities 
International is proud of the 
support and commitment, 
locally and globally, of its 
Board of Directors. The 
board meets at 5pm on the 
second Wednesday of 
January, April, July, and 
October. Each member 
supports TSCI programs and 
events throughout the year. 
Thank you to each 
outstanding member of the 
TSCI Board of Directors!  
 

 Kip Tyner, Chairman 
 Matthew Feller 
 Yukiko Gilbert 
 Bernd Griemel 
 Chad K. Jackson 
 Chad L. Jackson 
 Megan Legerski 
 LaMonica Little 
 Greg Madrid 
 Andrew Maxey 
 Donna McKee 
 Leigh Pate 
 Edel Revord 
 Christy Hayes Wilson 

 

 

  
 

 

 

  

  

Tuscaloosa Sister Cities Wants 
You 

To become more involved with us! Whether 
you are interested in international culture, 
hosting an international student or 
adult delegate, or love to travel and would like 
to be a member of our next visit to Narashino, 
Schorndorf, or Sunyani-Techiman, Ghana 
we'd love to know you. TSCI is a non-profit, 
publicly funded agency and our goal is 

 

to promote peace, mutual respect and global understanding and respect. We 
welcome your interest and your input, and we look forward to getting to know 
you better as we "Connect Globally and Thrive Locally". 
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Tuscaloosa Sister Cities International is a member 
of Sister Cities International 

"A Global Citizen Diplomacy Network"  
  

Contact us at: 
Tuscaloosa Sister Cities International 

 1305 Greensboro Avenue 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 

(205) 343-0100 
tuscaloosasistercities@gmail.com 
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